History of the John George Schumm Family

HISTORY OF THE SCHUMMFAMILY

The Schumm family that in the year 1833 was transplanted in North America, traces its roots
directly back to one of the most colorful peoples of Northern Eurdipe Franks. The tribe is given first
historical mention in 21 A.D. when Roman soldiers, returning from wars along the Rhine, sang of a race
blueeyed, fair of hair, and large of body, fought fiercely against the legions of Caesar to retain their
ancient freedom. The two wor dtserand of thenskime angih anfl r e e , 0
meaning, indicate how applicable the name AFranksd¢

Originally from the Danube, the Franks were a people that settled along the middle and lower
Rhine. Possessing a spirit inherently roving addenturous, it was only natural for them not to confine
their activities to any small, restricted area, and in succeeding eras they pressed northward, until in the
Fifth Century they are chronicled the undisputed masters of Northern Gaul.

In the Fifth @ntury there were living in the most northern part of what is now the state of
Wouertemberg in the German republic an ancient German tribe called the Allemanians. The district they
inhabited is the present Hohenloher Ebene. Records left behind by themnariacomplete at best,
though their civilization has been partially reconstructed through discoveries of their burial mounds. Of
these there are still a number. When opened they gave up skeletons, earthen dishes, swords, spears, and
neck and armbanads bronze and iron.

It was upon these Allemanians that the Franks came in their persistent march northwards. In the
battles that raged when these two tribes clashed, the Allemanians were routed and destroyed. The Franks,
however, did not establish pernent settlements here until some years later, when additional of their
numbers came from the south to set up communities and to live off the land.

Among this branch of the Franks is the name Schumm first heard. One of the tribes that migrated
into the Fbhenloher Ebene region was distinguished on the battlefield as well as in peacetime pursuits by
an insignia of footgear, which was fastened to their banner. In this way, any member of the group was
hail ed ManAaSohamd i n | at fesurnames grewsto pepularity, thishsemewhste o
vague designation was contracted into the definite name of Schumann. A still further contraction to
Schum or Schumm was favored for its brevity, and the latter spelling was eventually retained. The
Schumm famly lived here for centuries. It is closely coupled with the history of the ragtbe name is
genuinely Frankish, and at present is still well known in that locality.

The Hohenloher Ebene today is still off the main traveled roads, and the passimgsdrave not
detracted from its quaintness and-wldrld beauty. Modern inventions and the ways of this mechanical
age have made negligible impressions upon the community. The peasants on the land, the artisans and
shopkeepers in the villages seenrdtain an old Frankian spirit and atmosphere, and their legends and
their folksongs are replete with tales of bravery of their ancestors who laughed and exulted as they
repulsed the pride of ancient Rome.

Despite the fact that the people of the Hohenldtteene occupied such a secluded area, they were
nevertheless made to feel the current of world events. The gigantic upheaval of the Reformation with its
many phases and ramifications swirled thefithei nto t
good peopl e of Lendsiedel, a village in the valle
vain when they failed to gain relief from staggering taxes and exactions. In fact, for their part in the revolt
they were made to buy bacleihcattle and stock from one Wolf von Vellberg, into whose hands they had
fallen, for two hundred Gulden.

In this particular locality, Georg von Ansbach fostered the then growing movement of the
Reformation. Largely through his preachings and effartsthose of his associates, the entire community
had, by 1556, renounced the Catholic faith and had embraced Protestantism. But they paid dearly for their
cl eavage to Lutherdés cause. Because of iotthe t hey
Spanish King and of the German emperor, Charles V, harried and pillaged the entire Protestant
countryside. Particularly severe were the years 1634 and 1635. It is recorded that in one night eight whole
villages were burned at once.
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The first definitely identified
Gerabrown e ancestor of the family is Hans
Schumm, who was born before
1568, and who is found to have
farmed the Gaishof, located
between Lendsiedel and the
enterprising neighboring village of
Klein Allmerspann. In 1632 the
buildings and ther property of
Hans Schumm fell prey to the lust
of plunder of Spainods
swooped down upon the community
bent on destruction. Today there
remains nothing of his once
prosperous endeavor save the ruins
of a stone well. It was never rebuilt,
and at the present time the Gaishobi®r grown with woods, and the peasants of Klein Allmerspann and
Herboldhausen use it as pasture.

The exact cause of our forefatherods suffering
oppositiontoth@ ppr essor 6 s ar deprivdd &itn of allhle ewaedu Enough tlat he fared,
as did his neighborwshen they showed resentment to constant meddling by foreign interests in their
temporal and spiritual affair§he stately and imposing church bt Lendsiedel in 1511 was spared and
still stands though now in need of repairs.

In the next generation we have a Leonhard Schumm, born on the Gaishof in 1606. After the
Thirty Yearso6 War he made hi s h ordseof treffirst igderations Al | me
are but fragmentarnpue to the war everything suffered, even records of the church.

Third Generation Johannes Schumm, born 1640 at Klein Allmerspann; married Maria Franz, May
12, 1663; and died April 8, 1717.

Fourh Generation Melchior Schumm, ninth child, born April 25, 1683, at Kl&ihmerspann;
married Anna Kat&rina Fick, March 6, 1708; and died Mary 5, 1747. His occupation is given as Bauer
and Gerichtsverwandter.

Fifth Generation Wilhelm Melchior Sbumm, third child, born April 4, 1713, at Klein
Allmerspann; married Anna Regina Fischer, June 7, 1733; and moved to Ruppertshofen where he died
July 12, 1778. Occupation: Gerichtsverwalter and Steiner.

Sixth Generation Johann Georg Schumm, sedorchild, born December 1, 1738, at
Ruppertshofen; married Anna Margareta Franz, November 22, 1774; died September 2, 1791.
Occupation: Bauer. To this union were born three children, Anna Marie Schumm, who died when only
two years old, Johann Georg Schurfimand Johann
Georg Albrecht Schumm, who died November 1,
1813, in a hospital at Leipzig as the result of a wound £ '
received in the fnAVoel ker schy gcl!t

SeventhGeneration Johann Georg Schumm 5
II, born at Ruppertshofen August 4, 1777; married
Anna Maia Fischer, April 28, 1807, the daughter (i
Georg Michael Fischer and Anna Maria Hobenstg
Fischer. They had the following ten children: Joha
Georg lll, Georg Michael, Maria Katherina, Georg
Martin, Johann Friederich, Johann Jakob, GeQiéis

Ludwig, Maria Rosine |, Anna Marie, and Mari 3 e
Rosine Il. John George Schumm home, Ruppertshofen
Photo courtesy ofefry & Toby Schumm Oswald, 2002
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Johann Georg Schumm I
while in Ruppertshofen not only
cultivated his farm, but also found
time to serve his church as
AHei |l igenpfl eger. o
the same duties angerformedby
the treasurerand trustees. That he
/! a was in more than moderate

: _.j.'.g.‘.‘. circumstances at the time is
(S:Ris indicated by his office. Only men
=8| of some means and those willing to
g WSRO " | pronn o s ; serve took upon themselves the
I Church in Ruppertshofen thdohn George Schumattendedbuilt c1725 duties . of looking after the
x Photo courtesy of Jerry & Toby Schumm Oswald, 2002 properties of the church. In 1806
the HohenloheEbene was annexed

and kecame part of the Kingdom of Wamberg, and the succeeding years brought about the rise of
Napoleon. The French Emperor drafted many, and the taxes grew in weight. When the troops of Napoleon
passed through the peaceful and grdahcommunity, the demands were so unbearable that many gave their
lives in the attempt to free the people from the French grip. Among these, as noted above, was the brother
of Johann Georg.

The wife and mother died
February 5, 1822, and on Ju{,
1831, the second son, Georg
Michael, died at the age of 23,
Johann Georg lll, Maria Rosine |,
and Anna Marie having preceded
the mother and brother. This left
the father with four sons and two
daughters. The sons were fast
reaching the age when theyight
be pressed into service to fight o ‘i
foreign invaders, and this is whalliy ™
swayed Johann Georg into a cour i"
of action that eventually led hi
into the wilderness of far offf
northwestern Ohio. From friends
in the neighboring village of
Winesberg he had of a settlement in eastern Ohio to which others in that locality had migrated. The
town was Winesburg, Ohio, which took its name from the original town of its first inhabitants.

Johann Georg sold his property and began preparations for theudepaktcontract for the sale of
his possessions was signed in October 1832. The purchase price was 9,556 Florin or Gulden, Fl. 3,000
paid in cash, FI. 3,283 paid on Martini (November 11), 1832, and Fl. 3,283 payable Lichtmesse (February
2), 1833. In Marh 1833, as soon as the transaction had been consummated, Johann Georg left Germany
for the distant Land of Promise. Accompanying him were his five children, Maria Katherina, Georg
Martin, Johann Friederich, Johann Jakob, and Georg Ludwig.

Maria Rosne Il remained behind in Germany to be a comfort to the maternal grandparents in their
declining years. Originally it had been planned to have her follow, latérshe did not survive the
grandparents, dying March 27, 1842.
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John George Schumm homailthc1814,Ruppertshofen
Photo courtesy of Vince & Helen Schumm Muntzinger, 2004
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When John Georgevith his
children reached America they we (%
almost directly to Holmes County
Ohio. Here they settled as the tgx “**2
records reveal that the father pa
taxes in Paint Township, and Geor
Martin  paid taxes in Prairief
Township for the year 1835. Afte
sevenl years, however, it wasg .
decided that a more favorabl§ =
location might be had elsewher
The western movement in thi
country was gaining steadily i : o
:’I]O:/nvzgtu?}?ét thfoggzn?n:trr]ga%OUb < Orlglnal land patent S|gned by Pre5|dent Martln Van Buren!"é
pioneers who passed westward throughnm countythat impelledJohn Georg to venture forth to a
more suitable place. Consequently he began the long trek of over three hundred miles that was to lead
him to the spot in Van Wert County where the old family homestead still stands today. ddexe, f
consideration of one thousand dollars, he purchased outright a tract of land eight hundred acres in size,
and received a patent to the property signed by President Martin Van Buren.

No nation known to history has ever progressed and grown siribimgut the quiet, steady work
done by the bulk of the people who make for a lasting impression on the characteristics of a nation, it has
so much to do with the development of a country. The thousands of families which have been the
pioneers of the naith and the deeds of these people who cleared our forests, broke the virgin sod of our
prairies, who toiled on river and plain and freshly-auwér timberland, who suffered hardships and
privations, who faced danger from Indians and wolves, from outlawshendeckless element of the
frontier, deserve to be recorded among the deeds of the most illustrious families of the nation. The names
of these families who have played a proud part in the development of our country, who have a history rich
in deeds forthe welfare of the state wherein they live and for the country to which their forefathers
immigrated, is no doubt a very large one. But the records of many of these families are lost; in many
cases no records were kept at all.

To this the history ofhe Schumm family is an exception. Its records, though not complete, are still
at hand to such a degree and cover the history of the family to such an extent, that the part played by this
family in the building of our nation can be traced from its begipto the present day. The history of the
Schumm family is closely connected with the state of Ohio, particularly in Van Wert County and in the
northern part of Mer cer County, in the St. Maryo:
hewed their homes out of the wilderness of the forests surrounding them; it is here that they planted and
sowed and reaped, built and toiled; it is here that they reared their sons and daughters; it is here that they
served and still serve their God accogdin their Lutheran faith; and it is here that the long rows of those
who after the toil of their days have departed this life, lie in serried ranks in the quiet cemetery which
adjoins the church in the village of Schumm.

The pioneer days of the falyi as is usual in pioneer life, were a constant struggle against danger,
want and sickness. It is here that the advantages which descendancy from a hardy peasant stock brings
with it made themselves known. It was this hardihood that caused them torcanigh the eyes toward
the future, undaunted by failures of the present moment, ever ready to renew the battle against the forces
of nature and the primitive conditions of a new country. It was this sturdiness which later on caused them
to sally forthfrom their stronghold to other parts of the United States, and to help in tlbeilging of
other commonwealths, and to offer themselves, when their country called upon its sons to take up arms in
its cause. John Schumm and Daniel Schumm, the former seigeant, laid down their lives for the
preservation of the Union.
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Salisbury, N.C., whose dark name is linked
closely with the horrors of the Civil War, claimed
the gallant major. When General Grant was
drawing his lines around Lee those anguine days
which marked the beginning of the last days of the
Confederacy, John Schumm was sent out with his
men to reconnoiter. But in the desperate struggle
with a detachment of Confederates most of his men
were cut down, he himself was wounded and th
remnant of his men was captured. From the scene ;
of the struggle, which took place near Petersburg,
Virginia, the men were taken to Salisbury and
imprisonment. It was the last that was ever heard B v _
fiMaj or o John Schumm. Thé i r“,eg_i-i;ment,
which he upheld in many actions, is now in the State sl S TEESR
House of Columbus, Ohio.

During World Warl Schumms again took up,
arms for their country and played their part in that
stupendous tragedy upon the soil of Europe. Heré‘,
another Schumm paid the supremerifiae while 2
serving under the Stars and Stripes. Carl Schumm';“';
son of Rev. Ferdinand Schumm, was killed in action
in France. Herbert Schumm was of the same
regi ment as the often ment, aliono
the Argonnes, where he witnessed all the herad i >
those memorable days and helped write history
lead and steel.

In World War I, Edgar Schumm and Vlcto AR
Schiler gave their lives for their country and during
the Korean Conflict; we added the name of Emanuel
Roehm to the list. Possibly éle were other™=

™ John Schumm

Schumms who paid the supreme sacrifice. There were also many Schumms that fought for Uncle Sam
during these years to preserve our freedom

The Schumms did not cross the Atlantic in a
steamer but in a sail ship. The voyage was a long
one, not less than sixtwo days being consumed
by the voyage, or two full months. They finally,
however, landed in America, as much as can be
ascertained, in Philadelphia. This was in 1833.
From Philadelphia they traveled inland, for they
were lookirg for land on which they inteed to
build their future home.

The railway industry was barely born. All
travel as yet was done by wagon. So John George
Schumm bought a Conestoga wagon, fitted himself

P out, and trekked his way with his family from
Philadephia to Holmes County, Ohio, where they acquired land and began to farm. Here they made their
home up to 1838. There is not much known about this first chapter of the Schumm family in America.
This is sure, that hardships awaited them at every turthein trip in the covered wagon as well as
during their days in Holmes County, which at that time was far from being a settled community. It was in




History of the John George Schumm Family

Hol mes County that four of tKatherimelmartied Miehael $claiu nd t
on November 22, 1833 George Martin married Maria Pfiér May1, 1838, and in the sayear on
August 15, Johann Fdgch married Magdalene ,
Meyers, and @orge Ludwig married Barbar ,;«g.:’f?"
PfligerNovember 1, 1840. F e, )

But John George Schumm was n@g:
satisfied in Holmes County. He heard thag:
cheap land, mostly all government land, was
be had in the western part of Ohio and India
The battle of Tippecanoe hédoken the power
of the Indiansin that part of the country, an
after treaties had ke made with ta several ~°
Indian tribes, settlers had been slowly but
steadily pouring into this fertile part of the
Middle West. At that time, however, that part’. g
of the country was mostly a wilderness whose il %
resources had scarcely been touched. But it was this p&e bfited States that John George Schumm
viewedas theplace in which it would be pleasant to live and to farm. He knew that a great future awaited
that part of Ohio and Indiana. So in the year 1837 he started to walk to Indiana. Fort Wayne, then no
more than a large village, was his goal. It was a long,
toilsome walk. When he arrived in the western part of
|\ Ohio, he heard of a place that he thought would satisfy

7

Ft Wayne

him. This land lay in what later on came to be Van
i1 @ Wert County, where the village of Schomnow
£} mlc ' stands. The gently rolling fertile hills made a good
Al impression on him, and he decided that here he would
‘;’:° drive his stakes, clear the forest, and erect his home.
bl — 4 After a short stay, during which he definitely selected
: aieci the site, which he intended maake his future home, he
\&MW@ walked back to Holmes County, a distance of
Willshire @ L somewhat over 160 miles. On this journey he covered
& I approximately 320 miles by foot, a distance which we
(EE) in our days cover with a car in one day, and finally in
Cocksord the spring of 1838, Joh@eorge and his family joined
. the long winding caravans that crawled their slow way
Location of Schumm, Ohio across the plains and through the virgin forests to settle
the new empire.

van Wert

In this first party were John
George, the father and pioneer, George
Martin and his wife and Katherine
Schier and her husband. They were
followed in the fall of the same year by
John Frederick and his wife, and
toward the close of 1840, John Jacob
and George Ludwig with his wife,
came to the new home.

It was a slow, arduous journey
Roads, in the sense of which we
understand the word, there were none,
but only rude, faintly marked trails.

Maria [Pfliiger] & George Martin Schumm. Onéxistingphoto of 39 generation.
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Heavy timberland and swamps, as well as numerous rivers and
creeks, had to be crossed. Day by day they toiled through the
. wilderness, besdiy he at and rain and chill
was necessarily short, since the wagon was heavy and the trails
hard traveling.

Finally they reached the place, which was to be their home.
So thickly did the timber stand that they were forced to ilive
their wagon until enough land could be cleared so that they could
erect a log hut. Surrounded by the forest primeval, strangers in a
strange land, they began to hew out for themselves sustenance and
a home. They truly were pioneers of the first watdney were, if
not the trailblazers, the first of the coming influx of settlers into
: e that part of Ohio, which soon was to cover the country. When

Maria Pfltger, c1860 I during their journey, and later on while clearing the land for their

humble log hut, they sat around thedohy camp fire at night after the
evening meal, did they dream that thegrein company with those other first settlers empire builders?
Did they ever dream of the heritage which they were to leave their children? ndve’k

Almost all of the land comprising the 800 acres was covered with timber, mostly white oak. There
were also some beech and walnut. To clear the land of these hardy trees was no light piece of work. The
trees were felled, dragged together #meh burned. Some of them were used for building purposes, for
firewood, to make fences, furnitur e, and bridges
timber could be used, and yet the land had to be cleared. They were under #s&ynetdurning
numerous fine large tree trunks so that they could gain space to plant their small crop of wheat and oats
and corn and garden truck. The stumps of the trees however, were so solid that to remove them they were
obliged to leave them rot ffa time before they could undertake to uproot them. Many of the stumps
were of great size and almost as solid as a rock. To clear the land without the tools, which are employed
now, without dynamite or blasting powder, was strenuous, backbreaking work.

The first log hut on the Schumm homestead was one story high and had no door. It was one of the
first to be erected in Willshire Township, Van Wert County, Ohio. A fire was kept in the large fireplace
all night to keep the wolves away. John Ged@gbumm died in 1846 in this log hut.

The second log hut, which was built soon afterwards, had two rooms on the first floor and two on
the second floor, which were used, as bedrooms. Two doors from this log cabin are still in use in the
present hom&ead, which was built in 1858 by George M. Schumm, and is still standing, which speaks
well for the good timber and conscientious work that entered into the construction of the house. The large
barn on the homestead that was in extreme disrepair waardisohin 2003.

Prior to the death of John George Schumm, the land was divided
among his children as follows: Katherine (Mrs. Schiiler) received the farm
where Ned Alspaugh lived before his death and now owned by Fred
Schumm. George M. Schumm receivbd farm where Ron Dietrich now
lives, the original homestead site. Fred Schumm received the farm of
Aaron Buchner, previously owned by Henry Dietrich and now owned by

- Brian Baker. George Ludwig Schumm received the farm where Lois
Schumm lived before her d#é, now owned by Fred Schumm. Johann
Jacob received the farm where Rudolph Allmandinger lived, now owned
by his daughter Emma Salway and occupied by son DeWayne Salway.

Brian Baker Farm

Fred Schumm Farm Emma Salway Farm

Ron Dietrich Farm Fred Schumm Farm

Hom d
‘ The original 800 acres, divided into 5 farms of 160es, as they are in 2010.

Church Note: the railroad track was removed c2000.




History of the John George Schumm Family

OLD SCHUMM HOMESTEADS

K ok

Schillehomestead

Friedrich Schumnhomestead George Ludwig Schumhomestead

Schumnhomestead barn
¢1960Schumm Reunion
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CURRENT HOMES ON SCHUMM FARMS

EmmaSalway farmSW ¥4 Sec 23 Ron Dietrich farmNE ¥ Sec 27

Fred Schumm farp8E ¥4 Sec 22

Farm owned by Fred SchumhMW % Sec 26 Brian Baker farmNE ¥4 Sec 22



History of the John George Schumm Family

PIONEER DAYS

Very primitive conditions existed then in Ohio and Indiana. There were no telephones, no
railroads, no villages conveniently located, no general stores where everythiaghithg could be
purchased at a momentds notice, and the poorest e
by their painful absence. These first settlers did not have a cook stove. They cooked their meals at the
large fireplace built ird one
end of the log house and at
the same time they warmed
the house with the fire. Their
furniture was of the rudest
rough timber and roughly
fashioned. A table, a few
chairs, a homemade bedstead
or two, a cupboa#d this
comprised all the furniture
they had. One of the pieces
of their few possessions,
which they dearly prized, was
an old trunk of cedar wood,

- made in Germany in 1814,
and brought to America. The trunk is still serviceable. It has the date 1814 on the cover, has two hand
wrought iron higes, and a large hawarought iron lock.

The settlersd nearest trading place or town Wwe
obtained their first supplies from Piqua, one of the oldest settlements in western Ohio, a distance of fifty
miles fram the Schumm settlement. Sometimes they even went to Dayton, Ohio, a distance of 100 miles.

If they could make a trip in a week they considered themselves fortunate. Naturally much time was lost
in going and coming from town, and no trip was made urilegas absolutely necessary. They often ran
across strange adventures on these trips. George M. Schumm arrived near home late one night after one
of these trips. He lost his way and slept under his wagon as a matter of course. Daylight showed him his
home a short distance away. His wife almost ran into a bear near Willshire one day. Aside from a scare,
she was unharmed. Bears, wolves, raccoons and other wild animals roamed the forests in those days and
were no rarity.

The flour used by the first gkers was gotten directly from the mill. Their first grain, however,
was hand ground. It was a thréay journey to the mill, over rough and often bottomless roads, soaked
by heavy downpour s. To cut oneds womgtimdashvelloighgh t he
impossible. So in course of time some of the roads were paved with logs laid transverse and touching one
another. These corduroy roads proved a great help in making the way passable over miry and swampy
spots, but were very roughA.modern car would not find a corduroy road an agreeable companion, to say
the least. Wagons of that day were built to stand any amount of rough usage. The only problem was to
get them through.

The hides used by our forefathers were tanned by themsélhey. made their own shoes and the
women spun their own flax and wool. All the cloth used was woven by hand, and while the clothes were
not as stylish as now, they were not as flimsy as the garments of the women today. They lasted much
| onger t hdressesvowndthéyshad to. The shirts of the men, most of their outer clothing
and all underwear were made by hand. It was usually in winter by candlelight, or by the list of large pine
saving stuck into a chink between the logs they spun their cibtie. candles, by the way, which they
used later on, were made in their homes frémirtown tallow. Thesoap they used, they boiled
themselves. Our grandmothers had no bell to call the men from the field, but blew a sortcdilhwss
a long, slenderdrn.

- Trunk brought from Germanby John George Schumm in 1833
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Books were rare articles with them and newspapers were practically unknown for a long time.
News traveled slowly. This lack of reading material, however, forced them to use diligently what they
had. They were spared the revolting descriptidresandals, which bedeck the pages of our newspapers,
and their minds did not require a constantss —
feeding of trashy literature. The high
strung method of life of our days was t
them an unknown quantity; they took time
to think, to form definite opinions nal
ideals. Their library consisted perhaps of
four or five books only, but they lived in
these books. Their Bible, their hymnbook,
their large prayer book, a book of %
sermons, and their catechism were living*
realities to them. It is said of John George *
Schumm that he was exceptionally well .
versed in the Bible, and that he was able to - G v
defend his Lutheran faith from the words . Old Bible printed in 1692 in Nurmnbergzermanybelieved | |
of Holy Writ at any time. - to have been brought to America by John George Schui

Let us not forget to mention the hardships endured, especially by the women of those days. When
these fist settlers moved from Holmes County, they passed through the village of New Rockford. This
village is but seven miles from Schumm, but the women who passed through the village that day during
the next forty years saw it but once again. New Rockfordnwasading place, and yet, of how many
women could this be said in our day? Of some perhaps in China or some Old world country, but in these
United States about three times a week is the minimum with the most. To be thus closed off from the
world for yeas at a time was indeed another of the many hardships, which these first settlers that bore our
family name, had to endure. And yet, whether they were not, after all is said and done, happier and more
satisfied than many of their descendents are nouillia guestion not so easily answered.

The women of the first settlers were much more-isgiant than the women of today, despite all
the arguments to the contrary. In time of danger, they knew how to conduct themselves and many could
handle a rifle & well as a man. Fred Schumm was absent once all night. His wife had a call that night
from three Indians. Although they stayed all night, she took the matter very coolly. She did not go to
bed, though, but sat up all night with the three strange gieshe house. And all the time she felt
satisfied that they really meant no harm. The pioneer women did not scare easily.

11
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RELIGDOUS ACTIVITIES

Pioneers are engaged in a struggle for their daily bread. The dread spectra ofvaotliy ever
before their eyes. They need not be told that the existence of their body depends to a great degree upon
their diligence. It may sound like a paradox, but just among the pioneers of the beginning of the
nineteenth century, the religious elem as a rule was more clearly expressed than it is found among
those living in more settled conditions. They had religious convictions and they lived up to them. Instead
of allowing the grim struggle for food and shelter to darken their eyes towa@hthd@ hing needful, the
sustenance of their soul, they in fact from the first used the Word of God diligently. The first years the
Schumms worshipped among themselves by reading a sermon out of an old Lutheran postil. And with
what happiness was their s$dilled when they heard their first sermon from a Lutheran pastor in the
backwoods.

Here in the wilderness
the Schumms did not forget
their God, their Savior. They *
remained true to theirg
Lutheran faith, and despitd
many temptations to deny th
faith of their fathers; they
clung to the church of theirfes
confession. It is quite certairg
that Friedrich Konrad §
Wyneken, that pioneer:
missionary of the
Evangelical Lutheran church
in Ohio and Indiana, first —— S
preached to them. This man, 3 Old Schumm Church and cemetaryt915
filled with the love of Chist, burning with zeal to bring the Word of God to his Lutheran brethren living
scatter in the wilds of America, often made long trips on horseback, preaching and teaching, baptizing
and consoling. It was no doubt on one of these trips that he met wigcttumms in Van Wert County.
Needless to say, he was received with great joy. Later on the people were supplied with a resident pastor,
whose name was Burger. These first six people, John George Schumm and his five children, were not
only the foundersf a settlement, but also of a Lutheran congregation. Here in their rude cabins, without
altar or pulpit, without an organ, they sang the old Lutheran hymns and heard the old Lutheran doctrine
that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, crucified for us, is tiggviEeness of sins and the way to Life. They
worshippedwith more joy, with more attention, with more understanding and thankfulness, perhaps, that
we would find today in the midst of the appurtenances of a modern church building.

John George Schumm, Wwihis four sons, George M., John J., Ludwig (Louisgderick, ad his
sontin-law, Michael Schier, were six of the eight members who in the year 1846 founded Zion
Evangelical Lutheran Church, a year before the organization of the Evangelical Luthewah dbyn
Missouri, Ohio and other states, now known as the Lutheran Church, Missouri Synod. This congregation
the next year became one of the charter members of the synod aforementioned. Their pastor at that time
was the Rev. G. Streckfuss. At the timatsforganization this congregation was the only Lutheran one
within a radius of many miles. In the course of time it has become the mother of several smaller Lutheran
congregations.

During the time of its existence, the congregation built several hadisgsrship. The first one
was a small log structure, at the location of the present parsonage. The second church was notable in this
that all the fixtures, the pulpit, the altar, the pews, in fact, all were made of black walnut. It was this
church thasaw the congregation grow at its fastest.

Pomttas i
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History of the John George Schumm Family

This church stood in the midst of the cemetery,
surrounded by the founders of the congregation asleep
in their graves. The church, which is used at present,
was dedicated in 1915. The old church was outgrown
and a new church was a matter of necessity. Itis a fine
structure, built in the Gothic style, with windows of a
beautiful warm tint, and stands opposite the site of the
old church. The pastors who performed the dedication
ceremonies and preached theensons were all of the
Schumm family. The Rev. George M. Schumm,
grandson of John George Schumm, solemnly dedicated
the church to the use of the Word of God and the
- <=2 doctrines of the Evangelical Lutheran church. He
having been asked to perform this aatdaese he had been pastor of the congregation in years past. The
pastors assisting in the dedication were the Rev. Ferd. Schumm and Rev. John Schinnerer.

It was an impressive day, which will not be forgotten soortheydescendents of John George
SchummAcross the road from the church at Schumm is a plat of land, which teams with memories of the
long ago. It has a peculiar significance to every Schumm, fit to awaken a spirit of veneration. In the
midst of the cemetery shaded by trees where birds smgwvtiole summer day long, John George
Schumm lies buried. Like a patriarch of old, he lies in the midst of his progeny, in the shadow of the

Interior of dd SchumnChurch

chur ch, which he helped build and foster. He di e
their fruis ye shall know them. o The cemetery, by th
congregation. The first p e r s o nughteg Kaltherineb(Mrs.iMe d upo

Schiler), who died the same year the settlement was founded, in T888hardships of a pioneer life
took their toll, and she died young in years, but as we hope, rich in faith and the hope of the life to come.

Left toright 7 H.G. Schumm, Rev. Geor§ehumm, Louis M. Schumm, J. F. Schumm
Photo takerfrom Old Homestead, probably at tbedication of new churcimi1915.
Note: oth old and new churchesan be seem background
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History of the John George Schumm Family

THEN AND NOW

Over 200 years have elapsed since John George Schumm first saw the light of deyreatidhn a
century and a half since he landed on American soil. And 150 years have passed since he first viewed the
beauties of Van Wert County and made his abode there. What wonderful happenings since then! What
progress since 1838! When the Schunfirmen near and far come together for one of their reunions, the
gleaming spire of a large, beautiful brick church, pointing heavenward, proclaims from afar that the old
church has long ago been outgrown, and that the old Lutheran faith still has ith stdbacents among
the childrenbés chil dr e fkeptocéEmetéryg, the smiirgdandgoape dotted wieh o | d ,
flourishing, modern farms; the rolling green fields intersected by smoothsheated highways; sleek,
contented cattle grazing the pastures; telephones, willed barns, barnyards teeming with fowl and
other animal life; modern conveniences, such as electricity, electric washers, automobiles, the rural mail
carrier bringing the news by day and the radio and TV by night; happlgre/oung and ofil they all
tell the story that John George Schumm had chosen well, that God blesses honest endeavor, and above all
that He is kind and merciful and gracious, not rewarding us according to our deeds but according to his
grace and mercylf John George Schumm could but see the fruit with which God has blessed his labors!
May his ashes rest in peace, until the Savior Jesus Christ awakens them on the great resurrection morn.
The Schumm family in America is now in itenth generation. Mmmbers of the family are
scattered from New York to California. There are thousands of persons, which belong to the family in its
entirety. There are Schumms in nearly every state in the Union. They are found on the farms and in the
cities, schoolroomsral in the pulpit; one of them Chris Schumm, a Lutheran parochial school teacher,
wrote a German primer (Deutsche Fibelhieth was widely used in its day

Interior of church, 124
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History of the John George Schumm Family

THE SCHUMM FAMILY IN ITS HISTORICAL MILIEU

Researched by Mervin Koehlinger
For the 28" Schumm Reunion and the f5@nniversary of Schumm, Ohio

The history of the John George Schumm family was first written 60 years ago by several of our
fathers. Thanks to their efforts we have an unbroken record of our ancestry back to -tH0®sid
Obviously, the world has changed greatly during these years. It is interesting to note important world and
national events corresponding to significant dates in the history of the Schumm family. In the following
essay three important family evente get in their historical milieu.

1568

The first historical record of one of our ancestors is that of Hans Schumm, who was born prior to
this date. He farmed in an area northeast of Stuttgart in southwestern Germany. At this time world
population wasabout 400 million. The Reformation was fifty years old and religious wars were a
continuing threat. Maximilian Il was Holy Roman Emperor, Elizabeth | was queen of England, Charles
IX was on the French throne, Ivan IV (the Terrible) ruled Russia, the Mngsty wielded power in
China, and Pius V was pope. European expansion into the new world was underway: St. Augustine, the
oldest European settlement in America, had been colonized by Spain three years earlier. Both William
Shakespeare and Galileo Bzlwere four years old. Geradus Mercator introduced a new map projection.

4 August 1777
Johann Georg Schumm Il was born at Ruppertshofen, Germany, in the same region that his family

had farmed for at least two centuries. At this time world pomuriatias about 800 million. In Europe
philosophers such as Voltaire, Rousseau, Burke, Smith and Kant were influencing political, social and
economic thought. Joseph Il was Holy Roman Emperor and his daughter, Marie Antoinette, was married
to Louis XVI, king of France. Another German, Catherine Il (the Great), ruled Russia. Elsewhere
Frederick 1|1 (the Great) was King of Prussi a, Ge
ruled China.

The United States was one year and one month old when efatfe@ar was born; the Stars and
Stripes had just been adopted as its official flag, and later that year the Articles of Confederation and
Perpetual Union would be approved by the Second Continental Congress. Scientific inquiry and
discovery chemist Antom Lavoisier published his treatise describing combustion, and the German
chemi st Kar | Wil helm Sheele c¢claimed that air cons
An American, David Bushnell, invented a torpedo, which was used unsucgedstirtig the Revolution.

10 August 1924
The Schumm family held its first reunion at the site of the original homestead in Schumm, Ohio.

At this time world populations was about two billion and U.S. population was about 110 million. One of
the few reiging monarchs in Europe was George V of England while Pius XI was pope. In the U.S.
Warrren Harding was president, Congress granted citizenship to American Indiana, and Prohibition was
in effect. AFirstso in this year included:

1 Election in Wyoming and exas of female governors
9 Flight around the world made by two army airplanes
9 Winter Olympics

1 Use of insecticides

1 Transcontinental airmail within 24 hours

9 Transmission of pictures by wireless telegraph

15
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flntroduction of #fAcell uwi pesodo, | ater known as
9 Acetylene used as an anesthetic

1 Development of an early television

1 Albert Einstein concluded that matter should exhibit wave properties

1 Bell Laboratories was founded

1 Invention of the frosted incandescent lamp

In the sports world, Navy won the Rose BpwBlack Gold won the Kentucky Derby, Johnny
Weissmuller won two Olympic gold medals, Jack Dempsey was heavyweight champion, Babe Ruth and
Rogers Hornsby were batting champs, and Washington won the World Series. Notable personalities born
that year includeJimmy Carter, George Bush, Lee lacocca, William Rehnquist, Truman Capote, Henry
Mancini, Marlon Brando, and Doris Day. Both Woodrow Wilson and Vladimir Lenin died that year. The
farm price for corn was 60 cents per bushel.

Today the family of John Gege Schumm has spread from one small village in northwest Ohio
throughout the state, the country and the world. Living descendants of our six pioneer forebears now
number in the thousands and they are contributing to the history that will be rememltibecifare.

Sources:Outline of History The Timetables of Sciendhe Universal Almanac, The World Almanac.
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History of the John George Schumm Family

ANECDOTES AND POINTS OF INTEREST

The town of Schumm is located in the center of the original 800 acres. At one time it contained a grain
elevator, a sawmill, a country store, a filling station, post office, and about a dozen houses. A short
distance south of Schumm was the church, school and parsonage. But progress has taken its toll. With
the every increase of speed and the use dkdrand cars, gone today are all but the church and parsonage
and about a half dozen houses. The railroad was

-

v
= &)

Schumm Post Office, 1930

Schumm road sign * s
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George M., a son of George M. Schumm,
once stepped into the ticket office of the CIoverfLéa o
Railroad at Toledo, Ohio, and demanded a ticket for -
Schumm, Ohio, to be good on a through train. T|
ticket agent informed him that this train did not stop
at Schumm. The ticket agent became abusive
wanted to know whom he was, that he should or
through trains stopped just because he had
noti on. George repli
from Schumm, Ohio, and | want a ticket fa
Schumm. 0

humm,

Train in Schumm

The agent finally became convinced that
he meant business and called up the general
passenger agentThe latter heard the story and
sai d: nSel | him a ticket
The reason these trains could be stopped at
Schumm was that John George had made an
agreement with the Clover Leaf Railroad when
it was being built through the Schumm caynt
that he would give them the land they needed if
they would stop all trains there and put up a
station. Later on they compromised that trains
would be stoppedvhen flagged, would take on
and drop offpassengers, arttie station should
be calledSchumm.

Schumm, 1924

Schumm elevator, 1924 Schumm levator before it was burned in the 1970s
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A History of a Bur Oak Tree

A feature of outstanding interest at the recent Van Wert County Fair at Van Wert, Ohio, was a large
bur oak tree butt displayed on a GMCglaruck and trailer by W.P. Robinson Co., manufacturers of
hardwood lumber iad long timers at Schumm, Ohio, [locatemt] Nickel Plate RRThis tree, along with
other smaller oak in the same woods, were bought and cut down by this company and the TeVéf Hinkl
Rockford, Ohio, has 2 circular cuts from the stump and writes the following interesting history:

Eighteen years before Columbus discovered America and 46 years before the Pilgrims landed at
Plymouth Rock, a bur oak seedling started to grow in théamed primeval forest now defined as Logan
County, Ohio, on theld Garwood Farm, 12 miles northeast Bé¢llefontaine Ohio, and now owned by
T.F. Selck. In 1474 this little tree started from an acorn and for 460 years it grew, its history being plainly
told by the rings in the stump of this venerable forest monarch, which was felled on 16 August 1934. This
tree was seven feet in diameter at the ground, its branches towering aloft 160 feet, and at a height of 65
feet, 2 largebrancheswere put out, havinga
spread of 85 feet. These branches were 36 feet long
and from them spread 14 large limbs. Around this w1
oak were 100 ridges of bark, some 3 and 4 inches , = -k
thick and 13 spur roots. A check of the rings .4

into 4 logs that scaled 7,000 feet of lumber a
3,500 feet in the tops, with a total weight of over
tons.

This firm operates a heavy and -t idate
sawmill at Schumm, ah Wert County, Ohio
specializingin Indiana and Ohio white oak lumbe
and long timbers for aigh class trade in many
parts of the United States.

----from American Lumberman, 9 Oct 1934

i 3?.&3:_‘ Y6°N

Another lur oak cut & hauled by Schmm American Lumbermen, Schumm, Ohio
Cut in Auglaize County it930
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During the World War, Fred
Schumm and son, Charles,
sold some walnut trees to the
government for which they
received an exceptionally high
price of $1,800.00 on account
of the size and quality of the
trees. They were still some of
the old original stand John
George had found when he
first came to Van Wert
Courty. The wood of these
trees was used for gunstocks.

Sawmill at Schumm, c1924

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH

IO
8 | fiigiz

SRR LT

Zion LutheranChurch
Fellowship HallEducation Wingledicatedn 1978
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ZION LUTHERAN PAROCHIAL SCHOOL

C.?

ST 4 YA A i . |
Zion LutheranSchool -
Frame building,1909

Zion Lutheran SchogpRev. Alfred Moeller
Brick building, 1939
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THE SCHUMM REUNION

The first reunion of tb Sclumm family was held in 1924. The Schumm Reurtias been held
every two or three yeasince,except during WorldVar 1. 1988marked the 28reunion andhe 15¢'
Anniversary of the settling of the Schumms in Van Wert County. Special reunionheteia 1933 and
1938 tocommemoratéhe 108" Anniversary of the landing of the Schumms in America anil gwgtling
at Schumm, Ohio. In 1983, the IBanniversaryof the Schumms coming to America was recogize
An average of 450 descendanfslohnGeorge Schumm attded those reunions. Attendanceeatent
reunions has been about 125 to t&€mbers

First Schumm Bunion, 1924
Schumm Homestead Barn

First Schumm Reunion, 1924
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THE SCHUMM REUNION
Photos of the SchummeRnion,c1960s,held at theold Schumm Homestead he ghoto kelow was

taken from the Schumm Homestdadm, looking toward the easthe homestead bain the lower photo
is no longer standing.
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THE SCHUMM REUNION

Q) CHURCH VIEW FARM

1996 Schumm Reunion
Ned Alspaugh farm

2008 Schumm Reunion
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1926
1928
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1935
1938
1940
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1949
1951
1953
1955
1957
1959
1961
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1965
1967
1969
1971
1974
1976
1978
1980
1983
1985
1988
1990
1992
1994
1996
1998
2000
2002
2004
2006
2008
2010
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PRESIDENTS AND SECRETARIES OF THE SCHUMM REUNION

President

H. G. Schumm
Henry G. Schumm
C. A. Schumm

C. A. Schumm

C. A. Schumm
Oscar Lankenau
Oscar Lankenau
W. J. Schumm
W. J. Schumm
Amos Schumm
Milton Schumm
Milton Schumm
Amos SchummJr.
George Hofmann
Erwin Fuelling
Vincent Muntzinger
Adolph Dietrich
Paul J Merkle
Paul Roehm, Sr.
Lester Weck
Elbert Schumm
Reinhart Schumm
Wayne Showalter
Jerry Liby

Secretary

F.G. Roehm

F.G. Roehm

Wm. J. Schumm
Wm. J. Schumm
Wm. J. Schumm
P. F. Schumm

P. F. Schumm
Reinhold Hofmann
Reinhold Hofmann
Reinhold Hofmann
Reinhold Hofmann
A. F. Dietrich
Emanuel Schumm
Lola Schumm
Lola Schumm
Louise Showalter
Louise Showalter
Betty Schumm
Betty Schumm
Betty Schumm
Betty Schumm
Betty Schumm
Martha Weck
Martha Iderton

Herry Dietrich (Reinhold Hofmann) Martha Ideton

Reinhold Hofmann
Ray Black

Mervin Koehlinger
Larry Schumm
Larry Schumm
Adolph Dietrich
SteveDietrich

Mike Schumm
Roland Roehm
Mike Schumm
Darrell Dietrich
Marlin Schumm
Mark & Tim Muntzinger
Denny Schumm
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Sherry Dietrich Shaffer
Betty Schumm
Betty Schumm
Jane Black

Jane Black

Jane Black
Brenda Matthews
Brenda Matthews
Tina Heitkamp
Tina Heitkamp
Tina Heitkamp
Sharon Dietrich
Sharon Dietrich
Sharon Dietrich
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VISITS TO RUPPERTSHOFEN

Vince & Helen Schumm Muntzinger and family, 2004

Jerry & Toby Schumm Oswala002

26



